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PERFECT PERU

Ancient meets modern in Lima, where you can see Inca pyramids and
art curated by Mario Testino in the same day. But if you want to try one of the huge
Amazonian snails, we suggest a couple of pisco sours first... By Beatriz Choi
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S wot up on your Peruvian history with Aracari
city expert John Alfredo Benavides, who'll
march you around Lima’s old centre to see
huacas (ancient ceremonial sites that look like
pyramids) and pretty colonial buildings. Then
it’s to the Larco museum of pre-Columbian art
to learn about the people who lived here long
before the Spanish arrived. Or you can do the
contemporary scene — check out MAC (the
Museum of Contemporary Art), Mario Testino’s
MATE and the Musco Pedro de Osma.

S troll around Lima’s coolest neighbourhood,
the artsy, bohemian Barranco, with Aracari
tour guide Maria Julia Raffo. She knows
EVERYONE and is just the person to
introduce you to top fashion studios Meche
Correa and new kid on the block Escudo.
Both are big on Peru’s traditional culture, so
expect popping colours and folky influences.

he city’s swankiest boutique hotel is Hotel B
in a renovated early-20th-century mansion
in Barranco. Do your morning downward-
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dog on the rooftop and have lonche (afternoon
tea) with homemade Peruvian hor chocolate
in the Belle Epoque-style lounge. With over
200 artworks on display, the hotel acts as an
extension of the Lucia de la Puente gallery
next door. And don't miss nearby Artesanias
Las Pallas, a gorgeous shop run from her house
by Bridish t Mari Solari, who moved
here in the Sixties: two rooms of the most
coverable arts and crafts from all over Peru.

g Colourful guests
L/ at Hotel B

H ere for the food? Make

a beeline for the Miraflores
district. Central, with its
Michelin-star chef, is the place
for an Andean-inspired tasting
menu, or head to El Mercado for
the freshest ceviche and a glass
or two of (strong) pisco sour.
For exotic Amazonian fare, go to
Amaz, where you'll be served
snails the size of your fist. Back
in Barranco, try the traditional
home-style cooking at Isolina —

A stroll on the Malecon, a six-
mile pedestrianised walkway
and bike path that stretches
along the coast, to watch the sun
set over the rolling Pacific.

hat locals SHOULD tell you is that the

traffic is terrible and public transport
scarce. Call Aracari — they'll organise insiders
to ferry you around, Most exciting option:
getting a guide with a Vespa to whizz past
gridlocked traffic.

Aracari (aracari.com; 0051 1 651 2424)
arranges in-depth, railor-made mpc ro Lima and
around Peru. British Airway:

Gatwick to Lima from £65.

the rack of pork ribs is enormous.




